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An analytical study of different: Orientalism on the compilation of the Quran views

Abstract: This paper studies orientalistic approaches towards the preservation and
compilation of the Quran, It has been claimed by a number of western scholars and
orientalists that the present Quran is not identical with that of offered by Muhammad to
his followers.it was compiled by Muhammad’s companions belatedly after his death, In
the process of compilation Quran lost its originality, But this claim was challenged by
number of orientalists themselves. They asserted that Quran was compiled and
preserved in the Prophet’s time and immediately after his death, compiled in a codex by
his companions. Analytical study of these two positions reveals that the aforesaid stance
is based on prejudice or unawareness about the textual history of the Quran. In fact,
Quran is revealed by Allah Almighty and completely conserved .without even minor
disruption,

Keywords: Compilation and preservation of the Quran, different views
of orientalists, not Identical with the original, same and identical,
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“Recent research by Dr, Bell of Edinburgh and Prof, Torrey of Yale
has suggested that there is internal evidence in the Quran itself that the
prophet kept in his own care a considerable mass of revelation material
belonging to various periods of his activity, some of it in revised and some of
it in unrevised form_ and that this material was to form the basis of the Kitab
he wished to give his community before he died, Death, however, overtook

him before anything was done about the matter’,(3)
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“One fact that emerges from a study of our authorities is that the

prophet kept no official copy of his revelation’,(5)
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“In the vulgate the general procedure is to arrange the suras roughly

in order of their length, beginning with longest and ending with the shortest”,

(9)
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“At some times Muhammad must have recited as part of the Quran
certain verses which apparently permitted intercession to idols...this is a
strange and surprising story. The prophet of the most uncompromisingly
monotheistic religion seems to be authorizing polytheism, It is unthinkable
that anyone should have invented such a story and persuaded the vast body

of Muslims to accept it. Moreover there is a passage in the Qur'an which



describes something of this kind”,(15)
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...... “in it man is addressing God whereas in the Quran proper it is

always God addressing man’,(17)
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...... thelate origins’hypothesis fails to explain many features of the
Qur'an text, analysis of which suggests that in fact the Qur'an did coalesce
very early in the history of Muhammad's community with in no more than
three decades of Muhammad's death, For example, meticulous study of the
text by generations of scholars has failed to turn up any plausible hint of
anachronistic references to important events in the life of the later
community, which would almost certainly be there, had the text crystallized
later than the early seventh century C.E”,(18)
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“The revelations that he delivered seem to have been written down,

in part, during his lifetime, although the accounts that we have also take for




granted an amazing capacity for oral memorization among the Arabs’,(19)
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“According to  the standard account, Muhammad’s
successorsbecame concerned over the preservation of the Quran after
several notable memorizers of the text died in battle, Verses that had been
preserved written on branches, on stone, and on thehearts of men are said
to have been copied out on sheets, Nevertheless,it eventually became
apparent that different copies ofthe Qur'an contained noticeable variations,
This caused‘Uthman, the third caliph(who ruled 64452C.E. (to establish an
authoritative version of the text, and he ordered the destructionof all other
copies.(20)
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“Commentariesand other scholarly writings, in fact, preserve many minor
variations on the received Qur’anic text, How significant arethese variations[JIf one
looks to the history of biblical texts incomparison, it is significant that among the 5,000
surviving manuscripts of the Greek New Testament, no two are identical, For the most
part, the differences are in significant verbal variations that are easily understood as
by-products of the scribal process of copying., Occasionally, however, there

aremanuscripts in which copyists have made deliberate changes to important words

that had implications for religious debates within the early Christian Church’,(21)
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“Although there were some early sectarian groups, particularly



among theShi‘is, who alleged that certain important revelations had
beensuppressed, it is almost impossible to find any serious arguments in

favor of this thesis today’,(22)
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“For over twenty years, until the end of his life, Muhammad continued
to receive such revelations at frequent intervals, He and his followers
memorized them, and they were repeated in ritual worship or prayer which
he introduced., Most of them were probably written down during
Muhammad'’s lifetime”,(25)
D8 A mzeibe 5L _innr S s sasl U a5 L ST
e b AT s 2
“It seems likely that to a great extent that the Suras or chapters of
the Quran were given their present form by Muhammad himself but the final

‘collection’ of all the passages of revelation and the assignment of their

present order in the Quran took place shortly after 6500r about twenty years




after Muhammad’s death”,(26)
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